






'Youth Form at the 60th Session of the Commission on the 
Status of Women'

Executive Summary

From March 11-12th 2016, the first-ever Youth Forum was held at the United 
Nation’s 60th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (UN CSW60) in 
New York City. The 2-day forum brought together over 400 young women and men 
aged 30 and under from UN Member States to build momentum towards youth 
leadership on gender equality and advance the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal 
#5: Achieving Gender Equality. The theme of Advancing Agenda 2030 – Empowered 
Young Women and Yong Men as Partners in Achieving Gender Equality provided 
the foundation for the vision and goals of the Youth Forum.

Prior to the Youth Forum, a task force, which included youth and youth-led 
organizations, was created to plan and deliver the event. An online consultation  was 
set up to maximize the inclusion of  youth voices  from across the world.

As the first Youth Forum officially recognized by  the CSW, representatives from UN 
Women and the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy on Youth were present 
throughout the 2-day event to hear and amplify the concerns of Youth Forum 
delegates into the 2 remaining weeks of CSW.

The majority of this Forum Report will highlight the key themes established in the 
Youth Forum, including:
- Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR)
- Economic Empowerment
- Youth Migration
- Faith and Feminism
- Engagement with Young Women in Gender Equality
- …and many more



From the online consultations, and intense working group sessions and incredible panel 
discussions during the 2-day Youth Forum, youth delegates  established recommendations 
for youth-led solutions for gender equality, steps to build momentum following CSW60, 
and ways in which you can get involved in supporting the work and recommendations of 
the Youth Forum. 
 
The task force would like to thank you for being a supporter of Youth for Gender Equality. 
We hope that you will be involved and join us to achieve more important milestones at 
local, national, regional, and international levels. 

As part of the first-ever CSW Youth Forum, the 400 young women and young men 
participants raised their collective voices on issues of importance to youth around the 
world. The time has come when world leaders must walk the talk about young 
people’s leadership. We must share space and power, and give the space for young 
people to be truly in front. This is the shift that needs to happen if inter-generational 
leadership is to be transformative. Young people are leaders of today and not 
tomorrow. Empowerment, especially of young women is key to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals. - World YWCA



















































































The Youth Forum at CSW60 produced the first-ever Youth Declaration and has already 
achieved a number of important milestones and achievements at CSW60.  However, there is 
still much work to be done. Youth-led organizations and youth advocates must build on the 
momentum from the Youth Forum to advance gender equality and the SDGs at local, 
national, regional, and international levels.  

Immediately following CSW60, the next steps will be to:
Share the outcomes of the Youth Forum at CSW60 using Twitter, Google Hangouts, and 
other online tools and in different languages to reach youth and other stakeholders who 
were not able to participate in the Youth Forum and CSW60. The UNWomen with Youth 
Twitter handle and the #Youth4GenderEquality hashtag will be very active - be sure to 
follow and retweet! 
Evaluate and collect feedback from the inaugural Youth Forum to ensure that the next 
Youth Forum and related initiatives will maximize youth participation and impact
Secure commitment to support and institutionalize the Youth Forum at CSW and related 
initiatives for meaningful youth participation and inclusion
Strengthen youth leadership and action on gender equality and the SDGs through the 
activities of the UN Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development’s Working Group on 
Youth and Gender Equality

There will be many opportunities throughout the coming year for youth to amplify their 
advocacy and programmatic work on gender equality and the SDGs.  However, achieving 
the 2030 Agenda won’t happen with a small group of youth advocates on their own - we 
need everyone’s energy and action! 

Here are some ways you can get involved: 

- Join the UN Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development’s Working Group on Youth 
and Gender Equality and new task forces on Young Women’s Leadership, Young Women’s - 
- Economic Empowerment, and Young Men in Gender Equality. These groups are open to 
all individuals and organizations working on youth and gender equality and encourage 
global participation!
- Connect with Youth Delegates on Facebook, Twitter, and other platforms to share ideas for 
projects and initiatives in your community.
- Participate in the #Youth4GenderEquality Twitter Series every month on the 8th (on 
youth-led action for gender equality and Planet 50-50 by 2030) and the 25th (on youth-led 
action for Orange Day to End Violence Against Women and Girls).
- Lobby your government to support the Youth Declaration and champion youth-led 
solutions for gender equality







, Madhav Bindal
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